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CONNACHT SENIOR ‘A’ CAMOGIE CHAMPIONS 2008
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Back Row (L to R): Pat Kelly (Manager), Maria Brehony, Karen Brien, Niamh Mc Clearn, Aine Dervan, Laura Shiel, Niamh Bergin, Margarette Lynch,
Helen Campbell, Ciara Brien, Marie Duane, Anna Maria Lagana, Louise Loughnane, Nicola Muldoon, Niamh Briscoe, Shannen Larkin.
Front Row (L to R): Helen Quinn, Katie O'Brien, Catherine O’Meara, Claire Harte, Ruth Kilkenny, Amanda Lynch (Captain),
Anne Marie Starr, Claire Killeen, Tara Ruttledge, Edel Cunningham.

RUTLEDGE TURNS ON THE STYLE IN PORTUMNA WIN

Donoghue’s second-half goal is not enough to save St Brigid’s from Connacht final loss.

Portumna Community School were crowned
Connacht Post Primary Senior ‘A’ Camogie
champions for the sixth time when they defeated a
plucky St Brigid’s VS of Loughrea outfit in an
exciting final at Duggan Park, Ballinasloe on
Saturday (22"%).

Led by sharpshooter Tara Ruttledge, who
tallied seven of Portumna’s 11 points on the day,
the victors had led by 0-7 to 0-3 at the interval,
having played with a stiff breeze. Points from
Rutledge (3) and the speedy Maria Breheny had
nudged Portumna C.S. into a 0-4 to 0-1 lead by
the conclusion of the first quarter, with Mullagh’s
Rachel Monaghan (free) firing the only retort for
St Brigid’s. However, a super point from wily
Sarsfields forward, Aoibhinn Kenny, on 18
minutes, followed by another great effort form
Davitts’ Lorraine Farrell not long after, cut St
Brigid’s deficit to a minimum.

Vitally, though, Portumna were able to
harness the elements to good effect in the closing
minutes of the half with Rutledge (2) and Breheny
tagging on three great scores to leave them four
points to the good at the break. Certainly, the
opening period lacked nothing in commitment, but
it was the intensity of the second half that really
stood out. The impressive Monaghan (2) reduced
their arrears in the opening four minutes, before
Portumna C.S. hit their rivals for four points to
lead 0-11 to 0-5 by the end of the third quarter.

Again, Rutledge was to the fore, hitting two
of those points, while Killimor’s Ann Marie
Starr finally found her range with two neat
efforts. It looked as if Portumna were about to
cruise to the title, but then St Brigid’s came
storming back into the game when lively
midfielder Aoife Donoghue scored a quality
goal, after good work from Treacy Murray, on
the 50 minutes. All of a sudden, it was
anybody’s contest once again.

Those final 10 minutes were nothing if not
frenetic. Under pressure, Portumna C.S. began
to misfire in front of posts, while St Brigid’s,
buoyed by that goal, now began to pour
forward. These were nervous moments for
Portumna C.S. but led by the likes of Ruth
Kilkenny, Marie Duane, Karen Brien and centre
half back Claire Killeen, they held firm - only
conceding one score, a 55" minute free to
Monaghan in those final minutes.

Without a doubt, the standard of camogie on
view was impressive, with superb performances
right across the board. The Portumna defence
acquitted themselves well, while the midfield
pairing of Catherine O’Meara and Nicola
Muldoon also toiled diligently.

In attack Amanda Lynch (first half), Ann
Marie Starr (second half) and Maria Breheny all
showed well, but it was the contribution of
Player of the Match, Tara Rutledge - who

collected the Galway Minor
Player of the Year accolade on
Saturday night - who provided
the greatest threat.

For St Brigid’s, goalkeeper
Catriona Daly, Aisling Hobbins,
Deirdre Kelly, Aoife Donoghue,
Aoibhinn Kenny (first half) and
Rachael Monaghan impressed.

Meanwhile, Portumna C.S.
now advance to the All-Ireland
colleges’ Semi-Final on Sat.
7™ February.

(Connacht Tribune Report,
Thursday, 27" Nov. 2008)

Amanda Lynch (Captain)

with the Kay Quinn Cup /



SENIOR CAMOGIE PANEL
Note: Training in the Gym on Monday
at 1.25 pm sharp with Ms. O’Sullivan.

Bring runners and indoor gear.

Training for CROSS COUNTRY takes place

after school every Tuesday. Meet at the gym and please

make sure to bring football boots or spikes as the pitches

are quite muddy! Training finishes at 4.45 pm - ensure
arrangements are made for lifts home at this time.
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DECEMBER 8™

Please Note that there will be no school
on Monday, 8" Dec.
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OPEN DAYS IN DECEMBER
2" Dec. — Info Evening — University College Cork
3" _ Student Seminar — Engineers Ireland
3" _ Better Options — University College Cork
4™ _ National College of Art & Design
AL Accounting Seminar — Tipperary Institute
5" — University College Dublin
Check www.qualifax.ie for further details.

Students should collect all bags, coats, etc.
from around the school before they leave each
Friday. All unclaimed property will be gathered
and disposed of at Christmas. Make sure you
collect your belongings and take them home.

MENTAL HEALTH PUBLIC
SPEAKING

Recently a team from the school consisting of
Anna Maria Lagana, Cassandra Dervan and
Louise Loughnane, travelled to Ballinasloe to take
part in the Mental Health Public Speaking
competition. Unfortunately they came up against
a stronger team on the day. Well done girls.

OLIVER

Tickets have gone on sale in the school
for the School Musical — “Oliver” — which
takes place on Thurs. 11" and Fri. 12" December.
There has been a great uptake for both nights.
Please note that as seats have to be pre-booked it is
advisable to buy your tickets in advance, i.e. first
tickets sold will be closest to the stage.

A booking form and accompanying letter was issued
to all students earlier this week for the Cabaret Night
which will be held on Wed. 10" Dec. Please note
that we are strictly limited to 150 tickets for the
cabaret night so for adults wishing to reserve seats
for this unique event please have your booking
forms and money in to guarantee your reservation.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Karen Brien (T.Y.) who was
awarded the ‘Galway U-16 Camogie Player of
the Year’ and to Tara Ruttledge (6" yr.) who
was awarded the ‘Galway U-18 Player of the
Year’ at the Galway Camogie Association’s
Annual Awards held on Saturday last, A
22" in Loughrea. %5{/
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ADVENT

The new cycle of the Church’s year begins this
Sunday, 30" November, with the 1°* Sunday of
Advent. This special season is a time
of preparation for the birth of Christ.

Each class will have an opportunity to celebrate a
special liturgy in Suaimhneas before the
Christmas holidays. Carol singing will also play
an important role during these liturgies.

Fr. Abe
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“Expect the best, plan for the worst,
and prepare to be surprised.”

“Doing easily what others find difficult is talent;
Doing what is impossible for talent is genius.”

/ Events Diary :

e Mon. 8" — Dress rehearsal for Musical.

29" Nov. — 12" Dec.)

e Sun. 30" Nov. — Hurling: Junior Vs Senior Match @ 11 am at the Tynagh Pitch.
e Mon. 1 Dec. — Senior Camogie Training @ 1.25 pm in Gym.

e Tues. 9" — Matinee Performance of the Musical for National Schools @ 11.30 a.m.
e Wed. 10" — Musical Cabaret Night @ 8.00 p.m. (Adults Only — book in advance)
K e Thurs. 11" & Fri. 12" — Public Performances of School Musical. /




