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TROCAIRE / TODAY FM 24 HOUR FAST

Following the magnificent response from students and staff for the Haiti Disaster

Relief Fund which raised €4050.00 and administered through UNICEF,
we are now preparing for the Trocaire/Today FM 24 hr Fast
which takes place on 4™ | 5" March.

The focus this year is on hunger and poverty in Bolivia. The money raised
will provide families with the means to grow food, to earn an income and to look
forward to a brighter future. Sponsorship Cards will be available after mid-term break.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Lent begins this year on February 17™.
As Ash Wednesday occurs during our mid-term
break, the celebration and distribution of ashes
will take place in your local parish church rather
than school. During Lent (after mid-term break)
there will be Mass every Thursday and Friday

morning in Suaimhneas at 9 am.
All are welcome.
Fr. Abe.
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ATHLETICS

The Connaught Cross Country Finals were held on a very
frosty Thursday morning in St. Mary’s Secondary School in
Galway city. Portumna C.S. had two teams that had
qualified — the Minor Girls and the Minor Boys.
The girls were first to race in a very competitive
field. Aoife McDonagh (1% year) had a superb
race and finished in 16" place. Her team mates,
1% years, Tara Harte, Maria Kelly, Annie Larkin, Rachel
White and Ciara Walsh all finished well.
The Minor Boys race was next and the pace was extremely
fast from the offset. Niall Mcintyre (1% year) ran an
excellent race and took a Silver medal which is a wonderful
achievement at Minor level. His team mates, Dale
Flanagan s yr.), Ross O’Meara (1 yr.), Padraig Corcoran
(2™ yr.) and Dean Madden (1% yr.) also ran well.
The Cross Country season is now finished for the year and
preparations will begin for the Track & Field season.
After the mid-term break Ms. O’Sullivan, Mr. Coughlan and
Ms. O’Meara will start training for students who would like
to learn any of the following: Long Jump, High Jump,
Hurdles, Shot Putt, Javelin, Discus and the Triple Jump.
So students come along on Wednesday, 27" February,
from 4 to 5 pm and take up a new and exciting challenge!
L. O’Sullivan.
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SENIOR CAMOGIE

Portumna C.S. 0-2  Blackwater C.S. 3-5.

The All-Ireland Camogie Semi-Final, played in Tynagh on
Saturday, went the way of a very strong Waterford side.
The Portumna backline and midfield were under severe
pressure from start to finish and it is to their credit that

only eight scores were conceded.

Lismore led by 1-4 to 1 point at halftime, Portumna
having spurned several good scoring chances.
Maria Brehony, a threat throughout, laid on a goal
chance early in the second half but the opportunity was
missed., Helen Campbell, Karen Brien and Nicola
Muldoon continued to lead the resistance as Lismore
piled on the pressure, and only three further scores were
conceded, but the forwards could only register another
Anna Maria Lagana pointed free in the whole second
half. The girls were disappointed but they can console
themselves with the fact that winning the Connacht title
this year was a major achievement.

P. Kelly.

Team: H. Campbell (Capt.), R. Kilkenny, M. Duane, L. Shiel,
N. Briscoe, K. Brien, A. Dervan, N. Muldoon, C. O’Meara, K. O’Brien,
N. McClearn, A.M. Lagana (0-2), H. Quinn, Louise Loughnane,
M. Brehony. Subs: Laura Loughnane, E. Cunningham, L. Donnellan,
N. Molloy, N. Bergin, A. Burke, K. Mannion, S. O’'Hara, M. O’'Meara.
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Reminder : The date is fast approaching for
completed LCVP Portfolios. They must be handed
into your teachers by Friday, 5™ March.

4 GOOD Luck )

Good Luck to the Portumna Senior Hurling ;;?
team who are playing in the |
All-Ireland Club Semi-Final 2

&

on Sunday in Parnell Park — Vs Dunloy.
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STILL UNCLAIMED! A number of pencil
cases, LOCKER keys with key-rings and a pair of glasses
are still unclaimed in Anne’s Office.
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JUNIOR GOLF next Wednesday &
Thursday Mornings at 10 am. It’s just a day
for playing and getting together. Contact Jim

\\Vo@ on 087 6411711 or Mairead 087 2908610.

(e d vl i ie il il il iviviciel el d ol

VALENTINE

Let me introduce myself. My name is Valentine. | lived in Rome
during the third century. At that time, Rome was ruled by an
emperor named Claudius. | didn't like Emperor Claudius, and
| wasn't the only one! He wanted to have a big army and
expected men to volunteer to join. Many men just did not want to
fight in wars as they did not want to leave their wives and
families. As you might have guessed, not many men signed up.
This made Claudius furious. So what happened? He had a crazy
idea. He thought that if men were not married, they would not
mind joining the army. So Claudius decided not to allow any more
marriages. Young people thought his new law was cruel.
| thought it was preposterous and | certainly wasn't going to
support that law!

Did | mention that | was a priest? One of my favourite activities
was to marry couples. Even after Emperor Claudius passed his
law, | kept on performing marriage ceremonies - secretly, of
course. It was really quite exciting. Imagine a small candlelit
room with only the bride and groom and myself. We would
whisper the words of the ceremony, listening all the while for the
steps of soldiers. One night, we did hear footsteps. It was scary!
Thank goodness the couple | was marrying escaped in time. | was
caught — not quite as light on my feet as | used to be, | guess. |
was thrown in jail and told that my punishment was death. | tried
to stay cheerful. And do you know what? Wonderful things
happened. Many young people came to the jail to visit me. They
threw flowers and notes up to my window. They wanted me to
know that they, too, believed in love.

One of these was the daughter of the prison guard. Her father
allowed her to visit me in the cell and we would sit and talk for
hours. She helped me to keep my spirits up. She agreed that | did
the right thing by ignoring the Emperor and going ahead with the
secret marriages. On the day | was to die, | left my friend a little
note thanking her for her friendship and loyalty. |signed it, "Love
from your Valentine."

| believe that note started the custom of exchanging love
messages on Valentine's Day. It was written on
the day | died, February 14, 269 A.D. Now,
every year on this day, people remember. But
most importantly, they think about love and
friendship. And when they think of Emperor
Claudius, they remember how he tried to stand
in the way of love, and they laugh because they
know that love can't be beaten!

Valentine.

DEBATING

Well done to the T.Y. debating team who have
reached the knockout phase of the Concern
Debates. The team includes Conor O’Meara,
Sarah Larkin, Donal Flynn and Fiona Hyland.
The next round takes place on Monday, 22

February, against Athlone Community College.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

The Regional Final of the Mental Health
Ireland Public Speaking competition will take place
on Thursday, 4th March. The team includes Mary

Cleary, Niall O’'Meara and Ciara Kennedy.

L. Skelly
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WORD AID FOR HAITI

On Friday, Feb 19, at 8.30 pm Portumna's wordsmiths,
writers, singers and readers are encouraged to bring a piece
on the theme of “Hope” to Stronge’s Bar. This Word Aid
event is organised by the Maple Poetry Group fo raise funds
for the devastation that no word can describe in Hal,
Performers are invited fo choose from their own original work
or from their favourite poet, singer or writer. A basket will be
passed around collecting donations that will be directly
delivered to Haiti via FGS Haitian Farthquake Appeal.

For further information, call 087293 1055.

N. Lynskey, Portumna Arts Group.
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TABLE QUIZ in aid of Portumna Rugby Club
is taking place on Friday, 26" February @ 8 pm
sharp in the Shannon Oaks Hotel. Adult & Student

Prizes. Tables of 4 : Adults €60 - Students €30.

4 FINAL REMINDER!!

Over the mid-term the “Common” folder
on the School Server will be deleted in
order to increase the efficiencies of all our
work practices. Following this students
will only be able to save information using
their own space on the server.

RESULT JUST IN!

First Year Hurling Championship
Vs Pres., Athenry, played this afternoon.
Result: Portumna C.S. 2-10 : Pres. 1-05

Events Diary:

/L' e Mon. 15" - Fri. 19*" : Mid-term Break. Mon. 22™ :
J//‘ e Mon. 22" : Mock Examinations continue for 3™ and 6" years.
éf’/ e Mon. 22™ — Fri. 26" : Transition Year Work Experience.
e Mon. 22™ : Concern Debate @ 8 pm in the school.
K e Tues. 23™: Leaving Cert. Ag. Science Practical Day @ Gurteen College.

~

(13* — 26" Feb.)

School Reopens for next term.
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