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CHRISTMAS MAGIC

The Magic of Christmas, a Gala Concert for all the family, will take place on Saturday, 18™ December,
at 8 pm in the Shannon Oaks Hotel. The fundraising concert, in aid of a local Artist Bursary, will
feature seasonal singing, music, dance and words performed by local talent in the area including

Anna Browne, Joe Casey, Colin Fahy, Muirne Hurley-Goode, Frank Downey, Mary Smith,
Helen Collins, Christmas Starlets, 2010 ‘Fiddler of Dooney’ winner, the Omna Singers and
St Brigid's Church Choir and many more.
Tickets available for sale at Hayes & Hayes Pharmacy, Ladies Day Boutique and Garry Kenny's Store.
Admission €10 (adults) and €5 (children) with concession rates for groups who pre-book on
087 2931055. A special family ticket costs €20 (2 adults, 2 children). Please support.

A set of 2 adult tickets will go to the first 2 people to text 087 2931055 with the answer to the following:
Who wrote the song ‘Happy Xmas (War is Over)’? Include your name on the text and a contact number!
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CHRISTMAS LITURGIES fxi SANTA’S HELPERS
Our Christmas Liturgies will take place next week % The Christmas season has officially begun in
between 13™ and 17 December. ? Portumna with Santa's arrival in Portumna Castle

Each class will be invited to Suaimhneas last Saturday and the lighting of the Christmas Lights!

during one of their R.E. or 5.P.H.E. Once again, the Christmas Events Committee, along
class periods. . .
Fr. Abe with the help of some students, worked hard preparing
00096964 0%6%6% 050000 0bes the Castle for the big man. Over 300 kids and hundreds
more adults came along to the event to see Santa and
SHOW JUMPING J

the feedback was very positive from everyone. The foggy
and snowy weather added to the Christmas atmosphere
and there was plenty of singing, face painting, colouring

Congratulations to 2" year student,
Aoife McDonagh, who represented Ireland

in the Show Jumping Event that was held in { Q in for the smaller kids, letter writing to Santa (with each
Y i

the De Warre Equestrian Centre, Belgium, 75?/5] one personally checked by Mrs. Claus), and a full size

during the last weekend in November. The and very spectacular sleigh where kids and grownups

competition she took part in was the 120 Class alike could sit in and have their photo taken.
Individual Show Jumping and was up against
competitors from all over Europe. Well done to
Aoife who came Third overall. We would like to
wish her the best of luck in future events.
Emma Hodgins, Ruth Fahy & Sinead Fahy (Z"d yrs).

The Events Committee want to thank everyone who
helped them stage this event particularly the OPW, their
Supervisor & Caretaker in the Castle and the Portumna
Post Office staff for selling the tickets. But a very special
thanks goes to the Students from Portumna Community

R R R R X R XR X School who came to help at the event - they worked
CHARITY CAR WASH extremely hard during the whole six hour event and were
in aid of Barrettstown Therapeutic ==z an essential part of the successful day.
Clinic for Sick Children b _.W On behalf of the committee | want to thank these
Do you need your car washed? Come along to students and especially the girls who came along and
Ted Larkin's Garage tomorr oQ Saturday (11™) helped us decorate the castle the previous weekd during
from 9 am ftill late and support this worthy cause. the cold weather. We really appreciated your help!
The Eyrecourt Boys will be helping out with the Anne Donohue
washing and Santa Clause will make an AR AR AL AR AL AL A A A AL AR
appearance from 2pm to 3pm. All donations will be A pair of glasses was found over two weeks ago in a classroom
gratefully accepted on the day. and have been left into Anne’s Office. Also a number of locker
6% Eamonn Larkin, 3™ yr. keys are still unclaimed!! If you have lost any please come and

check in the office in case one of these are yours.

Students, please collect all bags, coats, etc. from around the school before you leave each Friday. All unclaimed
property will be gathered and disposed of at Christmas. Make sure you collect your belongings and take them home.



It is of the utmost importance to all computer users to keep your system free from viruses and spyware and thankfully
Microsoft are now providing a completely free solution to this problem. Microsoft Security Essentials can be downloaded
free of charge and installed on your computer. It will then automatically scan your system and get regular updates while you
continue to use your computer. To download the free programme simply go to http://www.microsoft.com/security_essentials.
With more and more students using memory sticks to transfer documents between home and school it is of particular interest
to us in the school that viruses are not transmitted through memory sticks so perhaps you could check your system this
weekend. Obviously if you have up to date anti-virus software on your computer then there is no need for this.

OUR SCHOOL'S GOT TALENT
Friends of Special Olympics Connaught are ﬂ'stﬁ'

ONE GOOD IDEA PROJECT
/‘“u. We would like to thank everyone who has

. supported us by putting their empty plastic
bottles into the trolley in the Social Area.

Keep collecting your empty bottles because
Thursday and Friday we will be giving out a
free Lolly Pop for every two bottles we get.
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CHOCALICIOUS
This TY Mini Enterprise will be raffling off a
Christmas Hamper packed full of chocolate during
the last week of school. Raffle tickets go on sale
next week - 50 cent for a line of tickets.
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SIGN OuUT
YOUTH PROJECT NOTICES

promoting a fundraiser during the academic §ﬁ°ﬁ%‘

year 2010-2011. It will showcase the talent of Special
all secondary school students in the Connaught olympics
region (Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon &

Galway) and will take the form of an inter school’s talent
competition called “Our School’s Got Talent”.

The competition, which will have a total prize fund of
€20,000, is open to all secondary school students in the
Connaught region. Each county will have its own qualifying
heats, Semi final, and County final. Qualifiers from each
county will go forward to a Provincial Final at The Royal
Theatre, Castlebar, on 16™ March 2011.

Last year's successful competition, which was only open to
secondary schools in Co. Sligo, raised €6,500 in much
needed funds for Special Olympics Connaught.

How to Enter? The application form and further details can
be found on www.specialolympics.ie/getinvolved/

connaught/ourschoolsgottalent
SIGN OUT YOUTH CAFE reopens this evening — after J °

the big freeze — from 7pm to 9.30pm. All welcome to pop in
and enjoy some soccer or bring along a film to watch on the
big screen. Membership €5 per annum €2 per night.

COMHAIRLE NA NOG: A county meeting of young people _ CAKE SALE %)
interested in getting involved in Comhairle na nOg takes place in ©s> Portumna & District Lions Club willbe ¢ #3
the GAF Youth Cafe Galway from 11am to 1pm on Saturday, holding a Cake Sale this weekend in the
18 Dec. If you are interested in attending this planning Portumna Day Care Centre, on Saturday from
meeting please contact Susan 087 6779267 — it would be 7pm to 9pm and on Sunday from 11am to 1pm.
great to see Portumna represented. Please come along and support this worthy cause.
Comhairle na nOgs are local youth councils, which give young
people the opportunity to be involved in the development of local
services and policies and is part funded by the Office of the
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. Sign Out Youth Cafe will be
holding a local Comhairle early in 2011 from which 2
representatives will be elected to attend Dail na nOg in May.

If interested please note that the closing date for entry in
Galway competition is Thurs. 16" December.
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REMINDER: ANY OLD EYEGLASSES?
Your Used Eyeglasses Can Help Someone See
Better. If you have an old pair or two,
please drop them into any of the collection boxes
around town as soon as possible.

Portumna Lions Club
STYLE STEPPERS FASHION SHOW: Well done

to all those involved in the Show from models to MC’s, front of
house, back of house, tickets sellers, parents and a special ‘*f\
thank you to all who supported the night and donated raffle (‘
prizes. Please return any outstanding ticket money this evening
to Sign Out. The money raised will go towards the purchase of
Volley Ball Net and equipment for the All Weather Pitch.
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SCcHOOL CALENDAR

Fir. 24" Dec. - 7" Jan. (incl.) : Christmas Hols.
School reopens Monday, 10" January 2011.
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(11*" — 17" Dec.)
Ryan Cup Senior Hurling Vs Athenry V.S. @ 12 noon.

Events Diary:

e Tues. 14%:

Don't forget if you have any relevant material for our newsletter please send it to Anne in the school office by lunchtime
on Thursday each week. We are particularly interested in hearing about our student’s achievements outside of school.
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